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As soon as Mahmud heard of Tahmasp's proclamation, he sent a force
against him, which defeated his modest army, and occupied Qazvin,
but the prince eluded the Afghans and escaped to Tabriz. The cruel
behaviour of the Afghans at Qazvin provoked a rising of the inhabitants,
who attacked their enemies with such spirit that they killed a large number
of them and drove out the remainder in disorder.1 When the fugitives
reached Isfahan and reported to Mahmud what had occurred, he feared
a similar outbreak there. As a preventive measure, he put to death several
of the Safavi princes, and massacred 300 nobles and many of the ex-Shah's
former bodyguard.
Whilst the siege of Isfahan was in progress, Peter the Great began
his invasion. He had not, it is said,2 intended to launch his Persian
campaign until the following year (1723), but the trend of events in
Persia and the Caucasus, and, above all, the interference of Turkey in
the affairs of Shirvan, roused him to swift action. One of the main
points of Peter's policy was that the Caspian was to be a Russian lake ;
for this reason it was essential to prevent any strong power like Turkey
from gaining access to its shores.
Having embarked a strong force of cavalry and infantry,8 Peter sailed
from Astrakhan in July, 1722, and landed a few days later at Agrakhan
Bay, a little to the north of Tarkhu. The expedition then marched south
through Tarkhu (where Peter was greeted by the Shamkhal 'Adil Girai)
into Tabarsaran. There the Russians encountered and defeated the
Qaraqaitaqs, under their chief the Usmi Afrmad Khan.4 Alarmed by the
Russian advance, the Ghazi Qumuq and Qaraqaitaq tribes sent messages
to the Sultan asking to be placed under his protection.5 Darband sur-
rendered to Peter on the 3rd September, but he decided to advance no
further that season. Leaving a strong garrison in Darband, Peter re-
turned to Astrakhan. On reaching that town, he received an appeal
from the people of Gilan for assistance against the Ghalzai Afghans ;
in response, he dispatched two battalions of troops to Enzeli6 ; these
men were later reinforced by others under the command of General
Levashev. In Georgia Peter had succeeded in winning over to his side
Vakhtang VI of Kartli, a brother of the ill-fated Kai Khusrau
Khan.7
The news of Peter's invasion of Persia nearly caused war to break out
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